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Downfown deluxe

Gallerist Rabih Hage's new London hotel champions
an offbeat homespun take on luxury

AN FEEL

ometimes you wa'k inte a bulding
gunu it feels right —it's notning to do

with iCeal propertions ar sxpansive
intaricrs, rather a sense of calm and
informality that makes you feal at homa,
Rough Luxe is one such olace, It's
Landon's newest hotel, but you won't
fird 8 swanky recaption dask or
intimidatng staff hare, Instead, ina
narrgyw Georgian townhouse that climos
ayar upwards, thera ara nina oijou guest
rooms whera shabty chic meats
modarn gamecur; plus a housekeapar
to attand to your every neat,

It's the idea of Londan gal'erist Rakin
Haga, known for his exnibtions of work by
cuttng-edge talents, Afriend pought the
oulding — lacated justin frent of Rabih's
King's Cross gallery = froma family whe'd
baen rurning i as a hotel for years,
Criginaly the par planned just 8 basic
rmcdamisation, out as old wallpapar was

peeied avway, forgotten layers of antigue
patiern were revedled and bagan towaork
theircharmon Rabih's creative spirit. The
walls just started talking,” ha explains. "So
wie stripped them back and laft them.!
Againstthis backdrop a concept of
offpaat, homaspun luxury was born,
Rabih amassed a dwverse collaction of
furrisnings and artworks, inchading
antiques, naw pleces and baspoka
dasgns, to creata an offect that is
dalibarately rough around the adges,
It's o malistin the Japanase way -
rmirimal effort for maximum affect,’
explains Habih, True luxury is not “bing’
hut somathing you experiencea in a place
that's un'que.” He's now planning to
carvert a cowshed in St Moritzand a
bodega lwine ca'lar 'n Spain. Reughing
it spldom saams so tampting, ek
Rough Luxe, 1 Birkenhead Streat, WCT
{020 7837 5338, vaenerabih-hage.comi
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‘i s minimalist in the Japanese way
minimal effort for maximum effect.

True luxury is not “bling’, but something
you experience in a place that's unique’
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