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mostly populated by venders selling Stelia Ar-
tois to tourists inthe shadow of iy hall, Less-
traffickedvisions of historic Antwerp, hawaver,
can ba exparienced in the array of enpaging
house musaums, Thelr guiet rooms, alegant
furniture, and Old Master paintings illustrata
how wealthy art patrons and artists lived
in centuries past. One of the finest is Ru-
bens House, the regal palazzo and studic
of painter Pater Paul Rubens, Antwarp's
most famous son, He created the home
and its lovely garden in the early 1600s after
an elght-yaar sajourn in ltaly,

Buttomany, Antwerp 13 now synonymaus
with edoy clothes, thanks tothe so-called
Antwerp Six, fashlon-school classmates who
shock up the 1980s by promating minimalist
appared in moeody colors, Van Moten and Ann
Demeulemeastar ara tha most notabla of
this group of Rayal Academy of Fina Arts
alumni, It's not all sartorial severity thaugh.
Couturler Edouard Vermeulan—he haads
the historic Brussels company Natan and
dresses high-profile young rmayals ike Mathilda
of Belgium and Maxima ofthe Netherlands—
has a ready-to-wear boutigue on Schut-
tershofsiraat stocked with alluringly femining
garb, Younger hometown stars include
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Walter van Belrendonck
clothing boullguo,

Veraniqua Branguinha (her shep is on Matic-
nalestraat) and Raf Simons, a cutting-edge
mensweaar designar who also is creative i-
rector of Jil Sander (his clothes ara carrigd
at Louls on Lombaardanstraat). if the price
tags on the brand-nama goods give you
pause, there is always the popular resala
shap Labals Inc., which daes a brisk busi-
ness in attire by Belglum's finest,

Boutigues offering deluxa fashion, accesso-
ties, and jewels—and, of course, delectable
Belgian chocolates—are concentrated in [»
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O WA BATNC: COUATESY OF THE PLANTIN MORETLS MUSTLM




